INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Interna""— «' Application No 

PCT/uu 03/03135 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER . 

IPC 7 A47L5/28 A47L9/00 A47L5/30 



According t o International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 
B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

IPC 7 A47L 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practical, search terms used) 

EPO-Internal 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category ° Citation of document, with Indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



X 
A 

X,P 
A 
X 
A 



US 5 794 305 A (WEGER KENNETH J) 
18 August 1998 (1998-08-18) 
column 2, line 60 -column 4, line 34; 
figures 2-6 



FR 2 826 851 A (NIELSEN INNOVATION) 
10 January 2003 (2003-01-10) 
figures 1A,1B,2A,2B 

EP 1 121 889 A (MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC IND CO 
LTD) 8 August 2001 (2001-08-08) 
column 7, line 27 - line 58; figures 
5,6,9,11 

EP 1 129 657 A (MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC IND CO 
LTD) 5 September 2001 (2001-09-05) 
the whole document 



1,2,6, 

12,24 

3-5, 

7-11, 

13-22 

1,2,6,24 

3-5,7-22 

1,24 

2-22 

1-22,24 



Further documenls 1 are listed' In-the-continuation^fbox C: 



X' 



Patent family membersarelisted-in'amrcex.' 



• Special categories of cited documents : 

'A" document defining the general state of the art which Is not 

considered to be of particular relevance 
"E" earlier document but published on or after the international 

filing date 

■L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s)or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

■P" document published prior to the international filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



■T* later document published after the International filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
Invention 

■X' document of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an Inventive step when the document Is taken alone 

■V document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 

cannot be considered to Involve an inventive step when the 
document Is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the art. 

"&■ document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 



17 October 2003 



Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
NL-2280HV Rijswijk 
Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl, 
Fax: (+31-70)340-3016 



Date of mailing of the International search report 



03/11/2003 



Authorized officer 



Lodato, A 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (second shest) (July 1S92) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Inti il application No*. 

. _./GB 03/03135 



Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet) 



This international Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 
1. Claims Nos.: 

— because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



Claims Nos.: " 23 •'• , , 

because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 

an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically: 

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210 



3 because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box li Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple Inventions In this International application, as follows: 



1 , | I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all 
' — ' searchable claims. 

2. Q As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 

of any additional fee. 



3„. H I. As.only som&of the,required-addltiOTal,search.fee&were,ti^ 

' — ' covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report Is 
— restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; It Is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest Q The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

j [ No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (1)) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International Application No. PCT/GB 03 03135 



FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210 



Continuation of Box 1.2 
Claims Nos. : 23 



Present claim 23 lacks clarity (Article 6 PCT). An attempt is made to 
....... define the the subject-matter by,,ref.erence to the drawings. All the. „. 

claims should specify clearly all of the essential features needed to 
define the invention. Consequently, the search has been carried out for 
those parts of the claims which appear to be clear, supported and 
disclosed. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This 1s 
the case Irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 



ation on patent family members 



Internal 

PC17 



^plication No 

3/03135 



Patent document 
cited in search report 



Publication 
date 



Patent family 
member(s) 



Publication 
date 



US 5794305 


A 

A 


i o no 


i nno 

"iyyo 


MAM C 






FR Z826851 


A 


i f\ est 
10-01- 


-£U0o 


rn 

rK 


OQORQE1 A1 

£o<lOodJ. Al 


i n— m — onfc? 

1U Ut tUUO 










I.IA 

WO 


uiuuooyo ai 


10 -ul— c\}\jo 


EP 1121889 


A 


08-08- 


onni 


ID 

Jr 


onni oa/ikcj ft 


qi _a7_oaai 










ID 

or 


9AA101Q7A7 fl 












1 D 


oaai oo^ cyi o A 


oi _nQ— onm 










ID 

Jr 


9AA1 1 1 f\>l A 


ok_i o_oaai 

CO IC. c\)X) l 










CA 


2332676 Al 


31-07-2001 










CN 


1319373 A 


31-10r2Q01 










CD 

tr 


1101 DOQ AO 
lltlBoy At 


UO Uo £UU1 










Ub 


OAAO11O01£ Al 

£.\}\jc.Ilc61K> Al 












1 IC 

Ub 


OAAOAC10A7 Al 

idUUjUblJU/ Al 


OA A'5_OAA'} 










1 1 c 

Ub 


onn1 Al Q7on Al 

2uUlU18/oU Al 


AK— AO—OA Al 

uo— uy-^uui 


EP 1129657 


A 


a r~ Art 

05-09- 


-2001 


ID 
JP 


OAA1 01 /T2C£ A 

2UU1.514obo A 


i o 11 _onni 










JP 


2002177171 A 


25-06-2002 










CA 


2338895 Al 


01-09-2001 










CN 


1310979 A 


05-09-2001 










EP 


1129657 Al 


05-09-2001 










TW 


471954 B 


11-01-2002 










US 


2001029641 Al 


18-10-2001 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (patent family annex) (July 1992) 



